TEBKtFIC  MINE  SPRUNG AT ALICANT.
This recruit to me, however, was the more geneious for being seasonable Benefits are always doubled in thetr being easily conferred and well timed, and with, such an allowance as I constantly had by the order of King Philip, as prisoner of war, viz , eighteen ounces of mutton per diem for myself, and nine foi my man, with bread and wine m proportion, and especially in such a situation , all this, I say, was sufficient to invite a man to be easy, and almost forget his want of liberty, and much more so to me, if it be considered that that want of liberty consisted only in being debarred from leaving the pleasantest city in all Spain.
Here I met with the French engineer who ma<ie the mine under the rock of the castle at Alicant, that fatal mine, which blew up Geneial Richards, Colonel Syburg, Colonel Thornicroft, and at least twenty more officei s And yet, by the account that engineer gave me, their fate was their own choosing, the geneial, who commanded at that siege, being more industrious to save them than they were to be saved He endeavoured it many ways he sent them word of the mine, and then readiness to spnngit, he over and over sent them offers of leave to come and take a \iew of it, and inspect it Notwithstanding all which, though Colonel Thoimcroft, and Captain Page, a French engineer in the service of King Charles, pursued the invitation, and were permitted to view it, yet would they not believe, but re-poited on then return, that it was a sham mine, a feint only, to intimidate them to a surrender, all the bags being filled with sand instead of gunpowder
The very day on which the besiegers designed to spnng the mine, they gave notice of it, and the people of the neighborhood ran up in crowds to an opposite lull in order to see it never thelebs, although those in the castle saw all this, they still lernamed so infatuated, as to imagine it all done only to afhight them At length the fatal mine was spiung, and all who weie upon that battery lost their lives, and, among them, those I hist mentioned The very lecital hereof made me think within myselt, Who can resist his fate*
That engineer added farther, that it was with an incredible difficulty that he prepared that mine, that there were m the concavity thirteen hundred barrels of powder, notwithstanding which, it made no great noise without,
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